
 
 
 
 
 

Action and Adventure 
 
Chris Bradford Young Samurai 

Series 
A series of stories set in seventeenth-century Japan. An English boy 

strives to be the first gaijin samurai. 

Eoin Colfe Airman Set in Ireland in the future. A rebel boy must escape from prison in 
order to clear his name. 

Susan Cooper Ghost Hawk Little Hawk must go deep into the forest where he will endure a three-
month test of solitude and survival. 

Zizou Corder Lionboy The story of a young boy on a quest to find his kidnapped parents. 

Siobhan Dowd The London Eye 
Mystery 

Ted and Kat watch their cousin, Salim, get on board The London Eye. 
However, he never gets off. Where could he have gone? 

Catherine 
Doyle 

The Storm 
Keeper’s Island 

Once in a generation, Arranmore Island chooses a new Storm Keeper. 
Things do not go as smoothly as planned. Old magic is stirring, intent of 

restarting an ancient war. 

Tom Easton Haven The story of the only community remaining after a killer virus strikes. 
Alexander 

Gordon Smith 
The Fury Three ordinary teenagers have their lives turned around when they 

begin to trigger a reaction in everybody they meet. Suddenly, friends 
and strangers alike want to kill them. 

Charlie Higson Silverfin Series James Bond will one day become the world’s most famous spy, but at 
the moment his challenge is to fit in at his new school. 

Anthony 
Horowitz 

Stormbreaker & 
Alex Rider 

Series 

Fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6. He finds himself in 
mortal danger on one of his missions. 

Andrew Klavan The Last Thing I 
Remember 

Series 

“Bourne Identity for Kids”. The last thing Charlie can remember is being 
a normal school kid. Now he is strapped to a chair and covered in 

bruises. 

Sophie 
McKenzie 

The Medusa 
Project Series 

Teenagers with psychic powers form a crime fighting force. 

Robert 
Muchamore 

Cherub Series CHERUB agents are aged between ten and seventeen. Though they live 
in the real world, they collect information that sends criminals to jail. 

Gary Paulsen Hatchet Series Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when the 
pilot of his small plane suffers a heart attack. Brian is forced to crash 

land the plane, but finds himself stranded in the remote Canadian 
wilderness. 

Mark Walden HIVE Series HIVE is a top secret school hidden inside a still active volcano. The 
school trains children in becoming criminal masterminds. 

 
Growing Up and Relationships 

 
Sarah Crossan The Weight of 

Water 
Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with clothes, 

Kasienka and her mother head for England. 
Roddy Doyle A Greyhound of 

a Girl 
A tale about four generations of an Irish family and the bonds between 

mothers and daughters. 

Year Seven 
Reading List 



Ele Fountain Boy 87 Shif has a happy life. He is one of the smartest boys in school and feels 
safe and loved at home. But the day that soldiers arrive at his door, Shif 

knows that he will never be safe again. 
Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave 
The Island at 

the End of 
Everything 

Ami lives with her mother on an island where the sea is as blue as the 
sky. However, the arrival of malicious government official Mr Zamora 

changes her world forever. 

A. F. Howard The Afterwards Ember and Ness are best friends. Ember can’t imagine what life would 
be like without Ness. Until Ness dies, in a most sudden and unexpected 

way. 

Charli Howard Splash Molly’s dream is so big, so lurid, so wild, that she cannot share it with 
anyone. She secretly wants to be an Olympic swimmer. 

Hilary McKay The Skylarks’ 
War 

A beautiful story following the loves and losses of a family growing up 
against the harsh backdrop of World War One. 

Sophie 
McKenzie 

Sweetfreak  Carey and Amelia have been best friends forever. Then Amerlia starts 
being trolled by ‘Sweetfreak’: a mysterious and hateful online account, 
and Carey is accused of being behind the vicious comments. Shut out 
by her other friends, and shunned by Amelia, Carey is determined to 

clear her name and find out who is really sending the messages.  
R. J. Palacio Wonder The story of August Pullman, a boy born with a facial deformity. 

Annabel 
Pitcher 

Ketchup Clouds Zoe shares a terrible secret in a letter to a stranger on death row. 

Louis Sacher There’s a Boy in 
the Girls’ 
Bathroom 

An unpopular boy at school is invited to his first ever birthday party. 

Lisa Thompson The Goldfish 
Boy 

A story about finding friendship when you are lonely. Matthew is 
trapped in his room by OCD, spending most of his time observing the 

events of the local neighbourhood. Until, that is, a toddler goes missing 
and Matthew realises he is one of the few people who can help. 

 

Classics 
 

Louisa Alcott Little Women The classic novel of four sisters growing up in 1860s America. 

Richard Bach Johnathon 
Livingston 

Seagull 

Johnathon Livingston Seagull is no ordinary bird. He believes it is every 
gull’s right to fly. An uplifting short read about a young seagull’s bid to 

live life as freely as possible. 
J. M. Barry Peter Pan The story of a mischievous boy who refuses to grow up. He lands in the 

Darling’s middle-class home, looking for his shadow. 

Frances 
Hodgson 
Burnett 

The Secret 
Garden 

When Mary Lennox is sent to live with her uncle, everybody says she is 
the most disagreeable-looking child ever seen. It is true, too. However, 

Mary is also lonely. One day she hears about a garden that has been 
kept locked and hidden for years. 

Lewis Carroll Alice’s 
Adventures in 
Wonderland 

After a tumble down a rabbit hole, Alice finds herself far away from 
home in the absurd world of Wonderland. 

Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle 

The Lost World It’s London, 1907. Journalist Edward Malone is rejected by the woman 
he loves. He meets Professor George Challenger, a scientist who claims 

to have discovered a ‘lost world’ filled with pterodactyls and other 
prehistoric monsters. 

E. Nesbit The Railway 
Children 

The comfortable lives of three siblings are greatly altered when, one 
evening, two men arrive at the house and take their father away. 



Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

Treasure Island When he finds a map in his parents’ inn, young Jim Hawkins joins a 
crew on route to the Caribbean in order to find buried treasure. 

 
 

Fantasy 
 

Joan Aiken The Wolves of 
Willoughby 

Chase 

Long ago, England was overrun with wolves. But as Bonnie and her 
cousin Sylvia discover, real danger often lies closer to home. 

David 
Almond 

Skellig Unhappy about his baby sister’s illness, Michael retreats in to the 
garage and finds a mysterious stranger. 

Eoin Colfer Artemis Fowl 
Series 

A twelve-year-old criminal mastermind kidnaps a fairy. 

Susan Cooper The Dark is 
Rising 

Will Stanton discovers on his eleventh birthday that he is no mere 
boy. He is the Sign-Seeker, last of the Old Ones, destined to battle the 

powers of evil that trouble the land. 

Cressida 
Cowell  

The Wizards of 
Once Series 

This is the story of a young boy Wizard and a young girl Warrior who 
have been taught since birth to hate each other. This is also the tale 

of what happens when their two worlds collide.  

Tony 
DiTerlizzi 

The Spiderwick 
Chronicles 

A series of children’s books that follow the adventures of the Grace 
children. After they move into the Spiderwick estate, they discover a 

world of fairies that they never knew existed. 

Alan Garner The Weirdstone 
of Brisingamen 

While staying on a farm, Colin and Susan are pursued through the 
woods by mysterious creatures. During the chase, they are 

unexpectedly rescued by a wizard. 

Rick Riordan Percy Jackson 
Series 

A teenage boy living in modern day America finds out that he is the 
son of an ancient God. 

Sally Prue Cold Tom Tom is both elfin and human. He is also running for his life. 

Philip 
Pullman 

His Dark 
Materials 

Trilogy 

Three thrilling adventures that tell the story of Lyra and Will – two 
ordinary children on a perilous journey through ‘otherworlds’. 

Lemony 
Snicket 

A Series of 
Unfortunate 

Events 

A series of thirteen novels that follow the turbulent lives of Violet, 
Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire. After their parents die in a fire, they are 

placed in the custody of a murderous relative, Count Olaf. 

 

Horror 
 

Malorie 
Blackman 

Stuff of 
Nightmares 

Kyle has always been afraid of things, especially dying. But when he 
gets on the train that is taking him and his class on a school trip, he 

has no idea how close to Death he is going to come. 

Neil Gaiman Coraline A strange, alternative universe that is locked behind a door. 
Neil Gaiman The Graveyard 

Book 
When a baby escapes a murderer, he finds safety in the local 

graveyard. Brought up by resident ghosts and ghouls, Bod has an 
eccentric childhood learning about life from the dead. A modern take 

on The Jungle Book. 

David 
Gatward 

Doom Rider Seth has lived 1000 lives and in each he has been killed before he is 
13. 



E. E. 
Richardson 

The Intruders Joel moves into a derelict old house that has been neglected for 
decades. Strange events start to happen in the house that Joel cannot 

explain. A terrifying, haunted house story. 
Justin 

Somper 
Vampirates 

Series 
Books that feature vampire pirates. 

 
History 

 
Nina Bawden Carrie’s War Carrie and her little brother are evacuated to Wales, where they must 

stay with the bullying Mr Evans and his timid sister Lou. 
John Boyne The Boy in the 

Striped 
Pyjamas 

A World War Two friendship between Bruno and Shmuel: two boys 
from different backgrounds. 

Kevin 
Crossley-
Holland 

The Seeing 
Stone 

In 1199, Arthur de Caldicot is learning to be a dutiful page to his father. 
One day, his father’s friend, Merlin, gives him a shining black stone. 

Jackie French Hitler’s 
Daughter 

A novel that imagines what life would have been life if Hitler had a 
daughter. 

Mary Hooper By Royal 
Command 

Lucy is told that she must work as a spy for Elizabeth I. 

Linda 
Newbery 

Until We Win A hundred years ago, women didn’t have the vote. When Lizzy Frost 
becomes involved in the Suffragette movement, it expands her 

horizons in ways she never could have imagined. Dyslexia friendly. 

Christ 
Priestley 

Flesh and 
Blood 

A short, World War Two thriller. Bill’s wish for a brother suddenly 
comes true when his family take in an injured boy. A chilling story, with 

dyslexia friendly print. 

Philip 
Pullman 

The Ruby in 
the Smoke 

A young girl who is determined to find out the truth behind her father’s 
death must travel through the dark depths of Victorian London. 

Eleanor 
Updale 

Montmorency 
Series 

When a petty thief falls through a glass roof in his attempt to escape 
from the police, he is rescued by a young doctor who reconstructs his 

broken body. A novel mainly set in Victorian sewers. 

Katherine 
Rundell 

Rooftoppers A young girl tries to find her mother in Victorian Paris. 

Markus 
Zusak 

The Book 
Thief 

A novel set in 1939, Nazi Germany. Liesel’s life is changed forever when 
she discovers a book called The Gravedigger’s Handbook at her 

brother’s graveside. 

 

Sports 
 

Neil Arksey Brooksie Lee Brooks’ dad is an England striker and everything is fantastic. That 
is, until, his dad loses form and goes downhill embarrassingly fast. 

Tom Palmer Defenders 
Series 

Seth and Nadiya specialise in solving ghostly hauntings at football 
venues. This takes them to all sorts of settings, including an Anglo-

Saxon village and a Roman Amphitheatre. 
Robert Rigby Goal Trilogy While growing up in Los Angeles, Santiago’s greatest joy is playing 

football. When a British scout sees him playing and offers him a trial 
with one of England’s top Premiership clubs, it seems like a dream 

come true. 

 



 
Animals 

 
Richard 
Adams 

Watership 
Down 

The long and perilous journey of a small band of rabbits in search of a 
safe home. 

Rachel 
Campbell-
Johnston 

The Child’s 
Elephant 

When a baby elephant is left orphaned, Bat takes her back to his 
village. But Bat’s grandmother knows that Meya cannot stay with them 

forever. 

Michael 
Morpurgo 

War Horse The story of a horse, who witnesses the reality of battle in the chaos of 
World War One. 

Anna Sewell Black Beauty A novel that follows the story of a young cold through its life as it 
passes from master to master. 

E. B. White Charlotte’s 
Web 

The tale of a little girl named Fern, who, with the help of a friendly 
spider, saves her pig Wilbur. 

 

Girl Talk  
 

Cathy Cassidy Indigo Blue A mum with a secret and a reason to leave her family.  

Susie Day  My Invisible 
Boyfriend  

Heidi invents an online boyfriend to impress her friends, but lie upon 
lie creates an embarrassing mess! 

Beth Garrod  Super 
Awkward 

Bella has to spend her half-term break in a wet, dreary caravan park. 

Cath Howe Ella on the 
Outside  

A gripping story of secrets, lies and friendship.  

Eva Ibbotson Journey to the 
River Sea  

An orphaned school girl journeys to South Africa with her tough-as-
old-boots nanny.  

Suzanne 
LaFleur 

Eight Keys A moving read about friendship and starting a new school.  

Jodie Picoult Between the 
Lines 

Delilah is a bit of a loner who prefers spending her time in the school 
library with her head in a book. One day her life is turned around 

when one of the characters comes to life. A fantasy romance novel.   

 
Non-Fiction 

 

Roald Dahl Boy and Going 
Solo 

The whole of Roald Dahl’s extraordinary autobiography in one volume. 

Anne Frank The Diary of a 
Young Girl 

In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family go into 
hiding in an Amsterdam warehouse. 

Mark 
Vanhoenacker 

How to Land a 
Plane 

Imagine the pilot of the plane that you are on suddenly becomes 
unwell. What do you do? In this book, Vanhoenacker, an airline pilot, 
turns the nerve-wracking reality of hitting the runway into a practical 
but also meaningful experience. A fascinating guide to the magical art 

of flying.  
 

 
 


